CR^N SOLICITORS (IHELAN 



D). 



RUTURN ■„ a. Order of the The Hee.. „f 

dated 28 July 184Q 



'^‘--iayofOc.oher .S4., 

of the CKowrr ^ t j ''e”’*'*"® ‘1>= EMoeuMKhr; 





Wbitehall, Treasury Chambers, 
28 July 1842. 



£. 28,000 
52,700 
65,050 



Copr of Theasopy M.eote, dated 12 October 1841, 

Licutenaet of Ireland, ’^on rf of d Lord 

exijenditu^aiMrUK XrftfXnTion of th'’7 '‘b'‘r” 

called to It, in coneeqaLce of its ha.ino so considerablv ev seriously 

years. From the Returns submitted toV wTrSLarthat “f “‘'“dent 

djtore for the seven years endiug ^ that the average of this expen- 

January 1826 was - - - . . 

>j 1833 was - - . _ , 

„ 1840 was - - - , , 

l»^o«o;,,-„n;ueteaterhU‘'c*L17em*Sffc“^^^^^^ 

ment must ge to seenre the di fdminiSraSn „f SbeT /'““'‘■"g* »f the GoveV 
lency s Minute, My Lords will not allow an! desiVe “"• his Excel- 

more essential object. ^ economy to interfere with that yet 

reason to believe that they have sd“bat ted LZ ^ >■?« '“T 

amount of the cost of law proceedinos in Ireland Mv I vd"^ Proportion to the increased 
essential to the administration of justice, or fit, on other grounds'TS coMteSd”'* 

difficult it is to check MlTrf™ste'7nOT3™v'^“f“™"^^ England, how 

Government business, and that so long as charges Ee aIl?S\ ""f" ^ r of 

of business, the real evil of remuneratfon by bills of cos thrust to « hvmches 

Lords, therefore, cannot sanction the allowiL PmEn * r ^ ‘’^g^ee, continue. My 

charges for any mattem ; least of all would they male m ei™ 
briefs, or for the examination of witnesses, as proposed in th^Rl”".’” 

cases, above all, there is the greatest temptation te swtel ho a “™»te, since m these two 
matter, the costs of proceedings, A fixed annual sa lore ^ “ ^y irrelevant 

professional labour and necessary assistance in the diset?' which shall cover all expense of 
country effcctivo for its object, and hSrLId^L ‘‘“I “ *lr« 

doubtthatsimilm results 4l flow ftoi^lLdopta^^ “■* Eave no 

to take immediate mea- 

fixed by his Excellency, bills of costa , tell n^T’ „ ^ to he 

salary will be paid to Ulemas acompensationforalll£al]T°°™'^i.^?‘?“‘ “ ®”‘‘ “”™‘ 

on behalf of the Government, WitI lespert to thi am . Trl" ^ ‘^'5' “■‘''take 

a»ai. ffis ExeeUenny-s considemtion of fhe ar^'taprTosed 

of 
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MINUTES OF THE BOAKD OF TREASURY RELATIVE 



of April last, and in Sir Henry Hardinge’s Letter of 9 Felruaiy 1835, amounting m one case to 
10,634 1 , and, in the otlier, to a somewhat larger sum. being unwilling to act definitwely in a 
caw where the Irish Government have so strong an interest, and withal the best means of 
estimating the amount which may be requisite to secure the services ofefficient and respectable 
Solicitors. 

My Lords only observe, that the amounts ought to bear some reference to the salaries 
allow-ed to Solicitors in those great public departments where salaries have been substituted 
for all professional emoluments. 

My Lords do not agree with Lord Ebrington in considering it advisable to establish in the 
Castle at Dublin a Barrister with a large salary, under the title ofSuperintendent, for the pur- 
poses detailed in his Lordship’s Minute. Without discussing how far a Barrister is calculated 
to discharge effectively the duties of a Solicitor, My Lords cannot but bear in mind that there 
is a Barrister already placed in the Casde, with an adequate salary, as an assistant to the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, for the express purpose of promptly affording that legal advice, 
as to the conduct of prosecutions and other legal matters, which it is proposed that the' new 
Superintendent Barrister should undertake. 

My Lords, therefore, think it a better arrangement that the Crown Solicitor for the county 
of Dublin should continue to discharge those duties which now devolve upon him, and should 
act in Ireland as the Solicitor for the Treasury now acts in England, taking from time to 
time the advice of the legal advisere of the Government, with whom he will be in daily com- 
munication, in cases where the advice of a Barrister may be necessary. My Lords are aware 
that Lord Ebrington proposes to assign many other duties to this new office of Superinten- 
dent, and that these duties are of considerable importance ; but My Lords think that the 
advantages expected by Lord Ebrington may be equally attained without such an appoint- 
ment. If, for instance, the Stipendiary Magistrates and the Clerks_ of Petty Sessions are 
directed, and these directions be properly enforced, to forward all informations as soon as 
taken to the Crown Solicitor to whose circuit they appertain, there need be none of that 
unpardonable delay in preparing the indictments and properly getting up the cases of which 
his Excellency complains j and considering, also, the number and experience of the Stipen- 
diary Magistrates dispersed throughout the country. My Lords cannot suppose them to be so 
ignorant *of, or inattentive to, their duty, as not to be able, especially with the advice of a 
Crown Solicitor, or, in cases of greater importance, with that of the Law Officers orthe advising 
Barrister at the Castle, to trace crimes, to discover and examine evidence, and to do those 
acts which are essential to the conviction of oflenders, — all which Lord Ebrington proposes to 
devolve on the Superintendent. 

The result, then, of My Lords’ consideration of the Minute before them is, that it would 
be proper to retain a Crown Solicitor as at present for Dublin, and one for each of the 
several circuits, at annua! salaries fixed with reference to what may be an adequate remune- 
ration for their own services, and for the maintenance of the necessary establishment for the 
conduct of the business ; that the Dublin Crown Solicitor should undertake, also, the civil 
law business of the Government, and the drawing and preparing such Bills for Parliament 
as may be required to be drawn in Ireland, as well as all other legal acts and proceedings. 
It will no doubt be the wish of his Excellency, as it is of My Lords, to retain the services of 
those gentlemen who have so long and so satisfactorily discharged the duties of Crown 
Solicitors in Ireland ; and My Lords trust that the change of system may be carried into 
effect in a manner so consistent with a just regard to economy on the one hand, and with a 
due consideration of reasonable claims on the other, as to ensure their continuance in office, 
notwithstanding the reduction hereby effected in their present emoluments. 

My Lords further observe, that in thus making a reduction in the profits of the Crown 
Solicitoi-s, it is necessary, also, that a strict examination should be entered into of the several 
disbursements made by them on the public account. Those disbursements have enormously 
increased, especially under the head of fees to counsel ; and My Lords, therefore, would 
earnestly recommend to the Lord Lieutenant to direct the attention of the Law Officers to 
this part of the subject, and to make such rules in this respect as, by effecting great reduc- 
tions, may, when the estimate be submitted to Parliament, secure a ready acquiescence in its 
propriety. 

■ Transmit to the Chief Secretary for Ireland a copy of this Minute, for the oinsideratioa 
and directions of his Excellency. 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 4 January 1842. 

My Lords resume the consideration of the subject of the general arrangement of the offices 
of the Crown Solicitors in Ireland. 

They advert to their Minute of 12 th October la-st, in wliich they determined that tlie 
Crown Solicitors should be no longer paid by bills of costs, but by a fixed annual salary, 
for all legal business which they may be called upon to perform on behalf of the Government, 
leaving the amount of such salaries to be subsequently settled, as well as tlie allowance which 
it might be proper to make for the maintenance of the necessary establishment of each 
Solicitor. 

By 
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TO CROWN SOLICITORS (IRELAND). 



By that Minute their Lordships also determined that there should be a Crown Solicitor, 
as at present, for Dublin, and one for each of the other circuits, and that the Solicitor for 
Dublin should also undertake all the civil law business of the Government, and the drawing 
and preparing Bills for Parliament, as well as all other legal acts and proceedings. 

Since the date of that Minute, My Lords have applied themselves carefully to the con- 
sideration of the amount of salary and allowance for the maintenance of Clerks, &e., which it 
would be proper to grant to the present holders of the offices, and also to their successors, it 
being the opinion of My Lords that consideration should be paid, in fixing the salaries of the 
former, to the length of their services under the existing system, and that the remuneration 
to them should bear some proportion to the net incomes which on an average of years they 
have heretofore enjoyed under the system of bills of costs. 

Taking a combined view, therefore, of what the profits of the Crown Solicitors have hitherto 
been, and what remuneration is given to other Solicitors who are attached to the several 
departments of the Government, My Lords have prepared the following Table of Salaries 
and Allowances, which, in their opinion, will be an adequate remuneration for the services of 
the present and future Solicitors, and for the maintenance of the necessary establishment 
for the conduct of the business in each office •, (namely) 



— 


Presemt 


Holders. 


Future 


Holders. 


Salary. 


Expenses of 
Clerks, &c. 


Salary. 


Expenses of 
Clerks, &c. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


. £. 


Dublin - - - - 


2,000 


800 


1,200 


800 


Leinster - - - - 


1,000 


500 


800 


500 


Connaught - - - - 


! 2,000 


800 


1,200 


800 


Home - - - 


2,000 


800 


1,200 


800 


North-East - - - 


1,400 


€50 


1,000 


€50 


North-West - 


2,000 { 


800 


1,200 


800 


Munster - - - - 


2,000 ; 


600 


1,200 


800 


£. 


12,400 


5,150 


7,800 ' 


5,150 


Expenses - 


5,150 


Expenses - 


5,150 




£. 


17,550 


£. 


12,960 





Write accordingly to Lord Eliot, with reference to their Lordships’ Minute of the 32th 
October last. State that, in fixing the salaries and allowances. My Lords have exercised 
the best judgment they could, according to the circumstances within their knowledge; hut 
that they will be ready to give every further consideration to any su^estions which his 
Excellency may deem it right to offer upon the subject. 

State that My Lords would have been disposed to recommend, as most convenient for the 
public service, Aat the Crown Solicitors and their several establishments should be trans- 
ferred to offices in the Castle (a proportionate reduction being in consequence made in the 
allowance herein allotted for establishment charges), and it is only in consequence of not 
knowing to what extent such accommodation could be provided that My Lords have 
forborne to press it upon the Lord Lieutenant’s adoption ; but My I./ords request that it may 
be submitted to the consideration of the liOrd Lieutenant, and a report made to My Lords 
in what manner such an arrangement, if practicable, could he best effected. 



508. 



Copv 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



TREASURY MINUTES: CROWN SOLICITORS (IRELAND). 



Copy of Treasdey Minute, dated 3 June 1842. 

T M''- ‘'■o S'* "Iti”!!, enolosinu, with reference to the 

the uronS TabYe‘’of sjf »f ‘■'S Crown upon 

the propos^ Table of Salanes and Allowances of the Crown Solicitors. ^ 

of 'theCm* Loids have fully considered the Report of the Law OfScera 

il h*s Letter, and that, under the circumstances therein stated 

are pleased to sanction the scale of salaries and allowances to the present 
and future Crown Solicitors, as recommended by the Law Officers ; niz.— ^ 




Circuits. 



Dublin 

Munster 



Leinster 



Connaught 

Home 

North-East 

North-West 



’er a i- •* "‘7 t^ords, in making a new arrangement of i 

offloes of Crown Solicitor in Ireland, have thought it espedient to fix the sums wi 
the salanes and official expenses of the Solicitors to be hereafter appointed shall b 
My Lords desire it to be distinctly understood, that if, after an exVcrience of the 
ttis new airangein«t It shall appear that those sums have been fixed at too 1 

^ihsteYd' ‘“f »hc further consideration and revision of the su 
Withstanding the present decision. 



Salary to Present 
Officers. 


Sala^ to Future 
Officers. 


Allowance for 
Expenses. 


£• s. d. 

2,000 - - 


£• s. d. 

1,200 - - 


£. s. d. 
1,200 - - 


1,800 - - 


1,200 - - 


900 - - 


1,500 - - 


1,000 - - 


700 - - 


1,600 - - 


1,000 - - 


800 - - 


1,500 - - 


‘ * 1,000 - - 


700 - - 


1,500 - - 


1,000 - - 


700 - - 


1,600 - - 


1,000 - - 


800 - ^ 


11,500 - - 


7,400 - - 


5,800 - - 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




